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is accountable to the public. It is ac-
countable to the people who get hurt 
by some of these financial trans-
actions. 

A couple of weeks ago, the adminis-
tration sent the Vice President down 
here under the cover of night. We know 
that when the Vice President comes 
down here to the Senate floor, it is 
about to be a victory for Wall Street, 
and that is what happened. The Vice 
President came here to the Senate 
floor under the cover of night to over-
turn a consumer bureau rule that 
would have guaranteed that hard-work-
ing Americans get their day in court 
when cheated by a big bank. The Vice 
President comes in and breaks a tie, 
and consumers lose, but Wall Street 
wins. Wall Street is indebted to this 
Vice President. 

Now the administration ignores the 
law and hands over the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau to a person 
who doesn’t even think it should exist. 
The man they want running this con-
sumer watchdog bureau has said that 
the agency ‘‘is a sick, sad joke.’’ He 
voted to repeal it. 

I guess that is why he thinks he 
could do this job part time. The Presi-
dent sent a member of his Cabinet who 
already has a full-time job at the Office 
of Management and Budget to also run 
the consumer bureau at the same time. 
I have never heard of anything quite 
like that, but he is a reliable Wall 
Street crony who will do the bidding 
for Wall Street and do everything he 
can if he gets the chance to undercut 
it. 

When he says it is a sick, sad joke, it 
is no joke to the people who have been 
cheated by Wall Street. It is no joke to 
the tens of thousands of servicemem-
bers who rely on the consumer bureau 
to fight for them against bankruptcy. 
Think about that. Think about these 
banks that prey on servicemembers— 
19, 20, 25-year-old men and women who 
are serving their country. Some of 
them are overseas. Their spouses are 
raising the kids, struggling every day 
on a servicemember’s pay. The banks 
have abused them. Who stood up for 
them? It wasn’t Members of Congress 
who stood up for them; it was the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau. 
That is why they are there. It was no 
joke to the 29 million American con-
sumers who have money in their pock-
ets now because the consumer bureau 
stood by them. It is no joke that in his 
first act today, Mulvaney says he 
wants to put an end to payments to 
working families who have been cheat-
ed by banks and financial institutions. 

We need this agency to be able to 
continue its work fighting back 
against Wall Street abuses and fighting 
for the American people. Americans 
need a full-time cop on the beat with a 
proven track record of fighting for 
them, not a part-time Director who has 
another job in the President’s Cabi-
net—who ever heard of such a thing?— 
especially since that part-time Direc-
tor had a reputation when he was in 

Congress down the hall. Now that he is 
in the President’s Cabinet, he has a 
record of working for Wall Street. 

In 2016, Candidate Trump said: 
‘‘[T]his election is a choice between 
taking our government back from the 
special interests or surrendering our 
last scrap of independence to their 
total and complete control.’’ If Presi-
dent Trump wants to keep that prom-
ise, he should take his own advice. He 
should allow the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau to carry out its mis-
sion to protect American consumers, 
free of Wall Street special interests. 
You don’t drain the swamp by putting 
a toady from Wall Street into the con-
sumer bureau to do the bidding of Wall 
Street. It is pretty darn simple. 

The President has a chance to stand 
beside the American people. He told us 
last year that he would drain the 
swamp, stand up to special interest 
groups, and that he would punish Wall 
Street if Wall Street overreached. He 
should keep that promise. He should 
allow the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau to continue doing its 
work. 

Anyone who stands on the side of 
hard-working Americans should make 
it clear that they support Deputy Di-
rector English as the Acting Director 
of the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau. It is about whose side you are 
on. Are you on the side of Wall Street? 
Are you on the side of the special inter-
ests writing tax-cuts-for-the-rich bills 
in the majority leader’s office? Are you 
for Main Street? Are you for hard- 
working Americans who show up to 
work every day and just want an even 
break and a chance in this country? 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Friedrich nomination? 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
The result was announced—yeas 97, 

nays 3, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 281 Ex.] 

YEAS—97 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 

Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 

Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 

Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 

Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 

Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Strange 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—3 

Gillibrand Sanders Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

STRANGE). Under the previous order, 
the motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Gregory G. Katsas, of Virginia, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, Mike Rounds, Chuck 
Grassley, Richard Burr, Thom Tillis, 
John Hoeven, Ben Sasse, Roy Blunt, 
Johnny Isakson, Tom Cotton, Ron 
Johnson, Mike Lee, James Lankford, 
Jerry Moran, Lindsey Graham, Roger 
F. Wicker, Bob Corker. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Gregory G. Katsas, of Virginia, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 

nays 48, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 282 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 

Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
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Manchin 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 

Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Strange 

Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—48 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 48. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Gregory G. 
Katsas, of Virginia, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 12 noon, Tuesday, No-
vember 28; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Katsas nomination, then 
subsequently recess until 4 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 

calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–59, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Georgia for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $75 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–59 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Georgia. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $50 million. 
Other $25 million. 
Total $75 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Four-hundred ten (410) Javelin Missiles. 
Seventy-two (72) Javelin Command Launch 

Units (CLUs) (includes two (2) Javelin Block 
1 CLUs to be used as spares). 

Non-MDE: Also included are ten (10) Basic 
Skills Trainers (BST); up to seventy (70) sim-
ulated rounds; United States Government 
(USG) and contractor technical assistance, 
transportation, and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army. 
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
November 17, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Georgia—Javelin Missile and Command 

Launch Units 
The Government of Georgia has requested 

to purchase four hundred and ten (410) Jav-
elin Missiles, and seventy-two (72) Javelin 
Command Launch Units (CLUs) (includes 
two (2) Javelin Block 1 CLUs to be used as 
spares). Also included are ten (10) Basic 

Skills Trainers (BST); up to seventy (70) sim-
ulated rounds; U.S. Government and con-
tractor technical assistance; transportation; 
and other related elements of logistics and 
program support. The total estimated cost is 
$75 million. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security of the 
United States by improving the security of 
Georgia. The Javelin system will provide 
Georgia with increased capacity to meet its 
national defense requirements. Georgia will 
have no difficulty absorbing this system into 
its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The prime contractors will be Raytheon/ 
Lockheed Martin Javelin Joint Venture of 
Orlando, Florida, and Tucson, Arizona. How-
ever, these missiles are being provided from 
U.S. Army stock and the CLUs will be ob-
tained from on-hand Special Defense Acqui-
sition Fund (SDAF)-purchased stock. There 
are no known offset agreements proposed in 
conjunction with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require the assignment of approximately one 
(1) U.S. Government and two (2) contractor 
representatives to Georgia. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–59 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The Javelin Weapon System is a me-

dium-range, man portable, shoulder- 
launched, fire and forget, anti-tank system 
for infantry, scouts, and combat engineers. 
It may also be mounted on a variety of plat-
forms including vehicles, aircraft and 
watercraft. The system weighs 49.5 pounds 
and has a maximum range in excess of 2,500 
meters. The system is highly lethal against 
tanks and other systems with conventional 
and reactive armors. The system possesses a 
secondary capability against bunkers. 

2. Javelin’s key technical feature is the use 
of fire-and-forget technology which allows 
the gunner to fire and immediately relocate 
or take cover. Additional special features are 
the top attack and/or direct fire modes, an 
advanced tandem warhead and imaging in-
frared seeker, target lock-on before launch, 
and soft launch from enclosures or covered 
fighting positions. The Javelin missile also 
has a minimum smoke motor thus decreas-
ing its detection on the battlefield. 

3. The Javelin Weapon System is com-
prised of two major tactical components, 
which are a reusable Command Launch Unit 
(CLU) and a round contained in a disposable 
launch tube assembly. The CLU incorporates 
an integrated day-night sight that provides a 
target engagement capability in adverse 
weather and countermeasure environments. 
The CLU may also be used in a stand-alone 
mode for battlefield surveillance and target 
detection. The CLU’s thermal sight is a sec-
ond generation Forward Looking Infrared 
(FLIR) sensor. To facilitate initial loading 
and subsequent updating of software, all on- 
board missile software is uploaded via the 
CLU after mating and prior to launch. 

4. The missile is autonomously guided to 
the target using an imaging infrared seeker 
and adaptive correlation tracking algo-
rithms. This allows the gunner to take cover 
or reload and engage another target after fir-
ing a missile. The missile has an advanced 
tandem warhead and can be used in either 
the top attack or direct fire modes (for tar-
get undercover). An onboard flight computer 
guides the missile to the selected target. 
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